St John fragment

An unpublished fragment of the fourth gospel

This small fragment of St. John's Gospel, less than nine centimetres high and
containing on the one side part of verses 31-33, on the other of verses 37-38 of
chapter xviii* is one of the collection of Greek papyri in the John Rylands Library,
Manchester.

It was originally discovered in Egypt, and may come from the famous site of
Oxyrhynchus2 (Behnesa), the ruined city in Upper Egypt where Grenfel and Hunt
carried out some of the most startling and successful excavations in the history of
archaeology; it may be remembered that among their finds of new fragments of
Classical and Christian literature were the now familiar "Sayings of Jesus".

The importance of this fragment is quite out of proportion to its size, since it may
with some confidence be dated in the first half of the second century A.D., and thus
ranks as the earliest known fragment of the New Testament in any language.

It provides us with invaluable evidence of the spread of Christianity in areas distant
from the land of its origin; it is particularly interesting to know that among the
books read by the early Christians in Upper Egypt was St. John's Gospel, commonly
regarded as one of the latest of the books of the New Testament.

! xviii = 18
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Like other early Christian works which have been found in Egypt, this Gospel was
written in the form of a codex, i.e. book, not of a roll, the common format for non-
Christian literature of that time.

Ta eoapro (kata Ioavvny y’)

EunpooBia oyin:

31 efrev o0V aUTOIC 6 AGTOC, AABETE AUTOV UUEIS, KOi KATA TOV VOUOV UPQV KPIvaTE auTov.
giTov auT® oi ioudaiol, iV OUK £CEaTIV ATTOKTEIVAI OUBEVQ:

32 iva 6 ANoyog 100 ingol TTANPwOR 6v eV anuaivwy TToiw BavaTw AUEAAEV ATTOBVITKEIV.
33 €iofABev oUV TTAAIV €ig TO TTPAITWPIOV O TIIAATOG Kai £Quvnaey TOV ingodv Kai eitrev auT®,

oU €i 6 BagIAeUg TQV ioudaiwy;

OnicOia oyn:

37 gimev oV aUT® O TAATOG, oUKOOV BadIAeUg € aU; ATekpiBn O ingolg, aU Aéyeig 6T
BaalAeug eipl. €yw €ig To0TO yeyévvnual kai €ic To0To €ARAUBA €ig TOV KOTUOV, iva HapTUPATW
Tf) aAnBeiq: Tag 6 Qv €k TAG AAnBeiag dkolel Pou TAG PWVAG.

38 Aéyel aUTQ O TIAGTOG, Ti £0TIV AANBEIa; Kai To0TO €iTTwV TTaAIV €EAABEV TTPOG TOUG ioudaioug,

Kai Aéyel auTolg, £yw oUdepiav eUpiokw &v auT®) aitiav.

Mnyn: http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/specialcollections/collections/stjohnfragment/




	Τα εδάφια (κατά Ιωάννην ιη’)

